
Ex Libris Products User Group UK and Ireland Conference 
British Library Conference Centre, London 

October 15-16, 2012 
 

Minutes of the business meeting held on October 16 
 
Present: 
Richard Cross – EPUG-UKI Chair 
Fay Harrison – Treasurer and Membership Secretary 
Brenda Young – Secretary 
Conference attendees 
 
 
Report from Treasurer and Membership Secretary 
 
Fay Harrison presented a financial update. The group has around £20,000 in reserve but in future, 
because the group will have to pay for meeting venues, spending will be higher than income. 
 
The group now has 76 member institutions. The two newest members are Buckinghamshire New 
University and the University of Northampton, while the London Business School, Sunderland 
University and the University of Plymouth have left the group. 
 
Fay made a plea for members to pay their subscriptions on time. Next year she plans to email 
members, in advance,  asking for purchase orders where they are needed. 
 
Report from the Chair 
 
Richard Cross gave his last report as Chair of EPUG-UKI. 
 
The planned coders day did not go ahead after all. Some contributions were offered but there were 
not enough attendees to proceed with the event. No product strand meetings have taken place this 
year. 
 
There are product strand organisers for Primo and Voyager, but organiser posts for Aleph and 
SFX/MetaLib remain vacant, as does the ordinary committee member post. Richard said that 
volunteers for these are welcome. 
 
Richard reminded the group of the EPUG website and the EPAD application and what it can be used 
for. He also asked members to make sure their EPAD entries are kept up to date. 
 
Attendance was strong at IGeLU in September this year and there were a number of changes in the 
UK and Irish IGeLU officers. 
 
At the National User Group meeting two queries were raised which Richard passed on to EPUG-UKI 
1) Are members deciding not to use the ‘publish to all’ option in Pivotal and therefore opting not to  
share their SIs, or have they just not decided whether to share or not? 
2) There is marked fall off in the number of platforms and packages being submitted to the knowledge 
base. Has this area of work largely been addressed or has it been superseded by other concerns e.g. 
Primo Central index? 
 
There was a request from the floor to move requests in Pivotal to NERS. 
 
As the group can  no longer use the British Library Conference Centre for free, Richard sent out a 
survey to the group regarding venues and potential locations earlier in the year.  Brenda Young has 
been researching other venues in various parts of the country. Next year’s meeting dates are as 
follows: 
 

• AGM – 15 April 2013, University of Westminster 

• Conference – 14-15 October, Nottingham Conference Centre, Nottingham Trent University 
 



 
Report from the Secretary 
 
Brenda Young reminded the group that Richard was stepping down as Chair and invited Ex Libris 
Managing Director Robert Bley to join her on the stage. Together they thanked Richard Cross for all 
his hard work as chair of EPUG-UKI and presented gifts from Ex Libris and EPUG-UKI. 
 
Brenda said that messages had been sent out to the group asking for volunteers to come forward as 
candidates for chair but nobody had done so. Brenda had therefore asked Mandy Stewart if she 
would consider taking on the role and Mandy had agreed to do so. 
 
Brenda went on to explain why she felt that Mandy would make a good chair which were: 
 

• She was heavily involved in Aleph implementation at the BL  

• Was Secretary of AUG which later became EPUG-UKI 

• Largely organised the International Conference of Aleph Users at the BL in 2005 (ICAU later 
became IGeLU) 

• Was promoted to Resource Discovery Research and Project Manager in 2007 and was heavily 
involved in implementation of Primo at the BL 

• Through this also gained knowledge of SFX 
• Became IGeLU Primo Product Working Group co-ordinator until September this year. 
• Attends all IGeLU, EPUG and ELUNA conferences 

• Through the years has built up a good relationship with a number of Ex Libris staff,  IGeLU 
members and, of course, EPUG members 

 
Brenda then asked for Mandy to be nominated and seconded. 
 
Sharon Doughty (University of Aberdeen) nominated Mandy and Kingsley Boulton (University of York) 
seconded. 
 
Mandy Stewart was duly made Chair of the Ex Libris Products User Group, UK and Ireland, 
unopposed. 
 
Presentation from the new Chair – EPUG of the Future 
 
The new Chair, Mandy Stewart, pointed out that Brenda Young would be leaving the post of secretary 
in October 2013 and Fay Harrison would be leaving the post of Treasurer and Membership Secretary 
in March 2014 and said that new people need to come forward.  
 
Amy Warner (Royal Holloway College, London) has volunteered to be the new ordinary member of 
the committee. 
 
Mandy made a request to the group to find affordable venues for future EPUG meetings. The costs of 
hiring rooms will erode the group’s bank account 
 
Mandy then went on to say that the changing Ex Libris products, some new and some being phased 
out, may mean that future meetings would need to have new break-out structures and that it may be 
the time to define new group co-ordinator roles rather than stick with the old module co-ordinator 
roles.  
 
 
The Business Meeting then ended. 
 
Presentations will be made available in the secure Files Area of the EPUG-UKI JISCMail list 
 
 
Brenda Young 
Secretary, EPUG-UKI 
23 October 2012 


